
Barn Quilts – How to.........Presentation by Mary Deeter, OWQG, Lewes DE  July 18, 2015 

 

“Barn quilts are painted quilt squares-usually fashioned on boards and then mounted on a barn or 
other building. While cloth quilts are usually made up of a series of squares of the same pattern 

placed together, a barn quilt is almost always a single square.“   
Suzi Parron - http://barnquiltinfo.com/ 

 
Decide on the size that you want to make.  Typical sizes are 2'x2' or 4'x4' or 8'x8'.  You need a pretty big barn to put up an 8x8; 
and probably some sort of lifting equipment.  A 2x2 is a manageable size and that is what is being shown at the demonstration. 
1/4” exterior grade plywood can be used, sanded and primed on both sides, as well as along the edges.   It is recommended to 
apply 2 – 3 coats of exterior latex primer. 
 
Then the big decision!  What pattern do you want to use.  Just about any quilt block can be made into a barn quilt.  The more 
complex pattern will take longer to create. If you can divide it into a grid, it helps. It just takes time, tape and paint!  
 
For the sample, I have chosen a pattern that can be divided up into a “9 patch”.  I used the following tools -   Pencil,  Yardstick, 
smaller ruler, painters tape, razor knife, latex paint and foam brushes and a fan. 
 
Design is measured out and placed on the board using the rulers and pencil.  A very light touch with the pencil is needed, as it 
can be difficult to cover with the paint if you make your lines very dark. 
Work from the center – outward for the best results.  Tape along the edge of your pencil line to “tape off” the area you want to 
paint, making sure your painters tape is really pressed down well . You may need to use the razor knife to cut out part of your 
tape to get your sharp points.  Work with 1 color at a time. 
Press the edge of the painters tape down firmly on the side that will be painted.  I like to run my finger along all my edges 
before painting.  Stop and check your pattern.  I use scraps of tape to “mark” the blocks that I am NOT putting paint on as a 
visual reminder.   
Paint lightly especially along the edge of the tape.  Better to put 3 coats of paint on very lightly than build up a thick coat and 
have it bleed under the tape.   Let it dry.  I use a fan to blow gently across the project.  Hair dryer will cause the painters tape to 
LIFT, so have patience and give the paint a chance to dry on it's own.  I put my foam brush in a small ziplock to keep it moist.   
Once you have the desired depth of color, pull your painters tape off, peeling AWAY from the painted edge.  
 
Then it is time to decide which color is “next”.  At this point I want to make sure my project is dry enough to lay tape over a 
painted area.  Tape off all the areas for the next color.  Remember that Latex will dry in 20 or 30 mins for 1 coat, and the fan does 
help. If it is tacky, take a break and come back to the project. Patience while drying! If the tape appears to have lifted or 
bubbled, then pull it off, sand the edge, wipe down and retape.  
 
Tape out your next color, and again, keep your pattern nearby and check it frequently.  Multiple light coats will give you a better 
result.  Get the tape off as soon as possible. Peel AWAY from your wet edge.  Sometimes you just have to “re-tape” and “touch 
up”.  Have fun!   
 
Barn Quilt Resources -  There are some wonderful resources on-line with “instructions” and “how to's” and I recommend you 
take time and do your own research.  My sample & demonstration is based on my experience.   I have a Pinterest board full of 
photo's of barn-quilts and I invite you to check it out.  https://www.pinterest.com/marydeeter/barn-quilts/ 
Ocean Waves Quilt Guild has a comprehensive resource list of  Barn-quilts on the guild website:  
http://www.oceanwavesquiltguild.org/resources.html    
Here are some additional resources:  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Barn-Quilts-and-the-American-Quilt-Trail 
http://www.heritagebarnquilts.com/ 
http://www.barnquiltsbydave.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pottercounty.barnshedquilts 
http://www.hqbt.org/barn-quilt-instructions.html 
http://barnquiltstore.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-barnquiltstore-is-open-selling-barn.html 
http://www.shawanocountry.com/shawanocountry/area+info/arts++culture/barn+quilts+of+shawano+country.asp  
http://www.wikihow.com/Paint-a-Barn-Quilt 
http://mcbarnquilts.blogspot.com/ 
And you are not limited to wood – check out Metal barn quilts too - http://www.classicmetalcompany.com/   and the Steel Quilt 
Company - http://salesnlw.wix.com/thesqco?fb_ref=Default#!gallery/c2269 
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